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fece and part of the northern, are bounded by rice fields irrigated
from the lake, the water of which is retained by an embankment
1,000 yards in length, on the top of which runs the high road leading
from Madras to the southward, Small, rocky and bare hills lie to the
south and north of the fort, but the country generally around is level
and open, and a low and thin jungle occurs an some parts.

The town of Chingleput lies about half a mile to the south-oast of
the fort. It consists almost entirely of one long street. At the sumo
distance from the fort, is another small village; both are tolerably
clean and airy, and tho Palar river runs close by the latter.

The inhabitants in the neighbourhood have been generally remark-
ably exempt from disease, notwithstanding tho proximity to the lake
from which, when the water becomes low a strong odour arises, from
the decay and decomposition of a great expanse of woods in its bod.
The principal employment of tho inhabitants is agriculture, the
only article of manufacture being silk, and coarse'cloth, and oven
these are carried on to a very limited extent. Tho groat muss of tho
population consists of Hindoos; Mahomcdans being but thinly scat-
tered over this part of the country.

The public buildings within tho fort, arc the Jail, u Place of arms,
tho Hospital, and the Court House,   Tho jail is placed between the
outer and inner walls of tho fort, on the south side; tho nito is low
and confined, and precludes a free circulation of air.   It m however
somewhat raised from the ground.    The building consists of two por-
tions adjoining each other ; one, the largest, is in the form of a paral-
lelogram enclosing an area which contains nine apartments with a
verandah towards the area; it is a very old building, formerly a cot-
ton godown, and was converted into a jail in 1802, when the Zillah
Court was established here.   Tho other portion occupies two adjacent
sides of a parallelogram, tho opposite sides of which are tho eastern
part of the first building, and a high wall on tho south; it has also a
verandah, and contains four apartments of smallor dimensions, Prom
the situation of this jail the ventilation is imperfect, but tho apart-
ments are all kept very clean, and tho place is dry.

The Hospital is situated within the fort,   It is a long range of
"building parallel to, and about 20 yards from tho western rampart,
. shuts it in on the rear; at the sides and in front, it is enclosed
wall.   The building is constructed of brick and* ohunam,
lMty& tifai* >W&< fesr&d *$& fe<&; it is provided with a

